
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,  D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- November 22,1967 

Appeal No, 9420 Wil l iam Cohen, a p p e l l a n t ,  

The Zoning Admin i s t r a t o r  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia, appe l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  
fo l lowing  Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on December 
28, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - March 21, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion  t o  e r e c t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  roof  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  accordance w i th  p rov i s i ons  of S e c t i o n  3308 and v a r i a n c e  
of  t h e  requirements  of  S e c t i o n  3308,22 t o  permit  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  i n  
excess  of 0.25 a t  2021 L S t r e e t ,  NW.,  l o t  103, squa re  100, be g r an t ed ,  
(Sec t i ons  3308 and 8207.11) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a C-3-B D i s t r i c t ,  

(2) It i s  proposed t o  e r e c t  an e i g h t  s t o r y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  con- 
t a i n i n g  two l e v e l s  of underground park ing  and having a roof  s t r u c t u r e  
t o  house t h e  e l e v a t o r  machine room, b o i l e r  room, s t a i r w a y  shaf  t ,  and 
a i r -hand l i ng  u n i t ,  

(3) The l o t  a r ea  i s  8,819 squa re  f e e t  and t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be 78,000 squa re  f e e t ,  w i t h  an FAR of 6.5. 

( 4 )  The a r e a  of the  roof s t r u c t u r e  i s  1,726 square  f e e t .  

(5) The m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r  of t h e  s t r e e t  facade  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
w i l l  be a c u r t a i n  w a l l  of  g r ay  meta l  and g l a s s  of  s o l a r  gray.  The 
roof  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be a baked enamel meta l  pane l s  of  gray.  

(6) The appea l  was f i l e d  and hea rd  under  p l a n  by Frank Luwis, 
a r c h i t e c t ,  drawings No. A-6, A-7, and A-8, approved a s  noted by M r ,  
Ar thur  P. Davis,  architect-member of  t h e  Board, on December 14, 1967. 

(7) Appe l lan t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  excess  FAR i n  t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
nece s sa ry  t o  p r o p e r t y  con t a in ing  t h e  mechanical  equipment. The v a r i a n c e  
from t h e  s e tback  requiremznts  i s  reques ted  t o  permi t  placement of t h e  
e a s t  w a l l  of  t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  f a c e  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  ( s i de )  pro-  
p e r t y  l i n e .  Th is  i s  nece s sa ry  because of t h e  narrow l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  
l o t  and t h e  placement i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n  permi t s  a p r a c t i c a l  1a.yout f o r  t h e  
s e r v i c e  core .  Any o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  would impai r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  
underground park ing  l e v e l s .  

(8) No oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r i ng ,  



We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  shown a  ha rd sh ip  w i t h i n  t h e  
meaning o f  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permit  t h e  reques ted  
excess  i n  roof  s t r u c t u r e  FAR and t h e  t i a r iance  from t h e  s e t b a c k  r equ i r e -  
ments, and t h a t  t h e  r eques t ed  r e l i e f  may be g r an t ed  w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l  
de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i thou t  impai r ing  t h e  purpose o r  i n t e g r i t y  
of t h e  zone p l a n  a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and Map. 

We conclude t h a t  t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  proposed o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
w i l l  harmonize w i t h  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  m a t e r i a l  and co lo r .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  pur- 
pose and i n t e n t  of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  no t  t end  t o  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  

t h e  use  of nearby and a d j o i n i n g  proper ty .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By: 


